
Genesis: God and the Originals 
FROM ONE GENERATION TO ANOTHER

The Death and Burial of Sarah (23)
1. Read chapter 23. What questions arise in the retelling of Sarah’s death and burial?

2. What is (probably) the most significant point of chapter 23 in recounting Sarah’s burial?

Sarah is the first person to be  in the Bible.

Town Gates and Their Importance

3. What all happened at town gates? How did they also serve as a defensive structures?

Burial Practices in the Time of Jesus
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Biblical Weights and Measures

BONUS: In v. 4 Abimelek describes his nation as innocent (God will agree to an extent). 
Compare and contrast the story of Gerar with Sodom and Gomorrah; what are the differences 
and similarities between:

• What crimes/faults the people commit.
• How God deals with the city-states.
• How the people respond to God’s warnings/instructions.
• What role Abraham plays.

BONUS: God describes Abraham as a prophet in v. 7. What do prophets do?

Abimelek, Abraham, and Faithfulness (20:8-18)
4. How does Abimelek confront Abraham? What is Abraham’s response? What do we learn 

about Sarah and Abraham’s relationship? How does Abimelek respond? How does Abraham 
respond?

BONUS: By now you’re probably wondering why Sarah keeps on being handed over to other 
men - hasn’t Abraham learned to trust the Lord?! Which brings up a question about faithfulness: 
what does faithfulness look like back then and today? Who is ultimately faithful always?
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Abraham Commissioning and Instruction to His Servant (24:1-9)
4. What does it signify to put your hand “under the thigh”?

5. What are the three requirements Abraham tells the servant to make sure to do?

The practice of finding a spouse within a family clan is known as . 

The Servant’s Journey and Discovering of Rebekah (24:10-27)
6. What does the servant take with him and for what purpose?

7. What are the guarantees that the servant asks of God that he’s found the right woman? Is 
there any significance to these?

BONUS: How is this scene a “type” of betrothal scene in the Old Testament? What other 
examples of this are there? And how is the story of Jesus and the woman at the well in John 4 
similar?

Rebekah and Her Family’s Response (24:28-58)
8. What’s the first thing Rebekah does in response to the servant’s praise of God? And who 

enters the Genesis story for the first time?

BONUS: Why do Biblical stories tend to “retell” something that’s already been told?

9. How is Rebekah’s response in v. 58 the premier example of a Biblical wife?

The Servant’s Success (24:59-67)
10. How is the blessing of Rebekah in v. 60 a fulfillment of the Abrahamic covenant?

11. How is the story of Isaac and Rebekah meeting romantic?

Isaac’s love of Rebekah is the first description of  in the Bible.

BONUS: Why in the world would the Bible take so much time to describe this betrothal?
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